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Thank you for coming out to learn more about Regional Express Rail 
(RER); the single biggest infrastructure investment in Ontario’s history 
that will change how people and goods move around Toronto and 
beyond. 

In your community, improving transit options in Toronto means changes 
to the Davenport Diamond - where freight and passenger trains come 
together at a ground-level crossing. These changes create rare 
opportunities to rethink community spaces and to be involved in city 
building. 

We are looking forward to working with you on 
the Davenport Community Rail Overpass 
project and being part of the Davenport 
transformation.

Welcome



A Region Under Pressure
Toronto and its surrounding communities “suffer from traffic congestion problems, poorly 
integrated transit services and relatively underdeveloped transport infrastructure.”  OECD 
Territorial Review, 2010

• Average commute time per 
person, per day is 82 
minutes.

• Projected to increase to 
109 minutes in the next 25 
years.

• Costs $6 billion in travel 
costs and lost productivity 
every year.

• By 2031, this number 
could increase to $15 
billion.

• Over 500,000 tonnes of 
annual GHG emissions 
is due to traffic 
congestion.



The Solution: Build a World-Class 
Regional Network

Our Regional Transportation Plan 

goal is to build over 1,200 km of 

rapid transit so that over

80 per cent of residents in the 

region  will live within two km 
of rapid transit



GO RER in Toronto
We are transforming the GO rail 
network - the backbone of 
regional rapid transit - to relieve 
gridlock and give you a faster, 
more convenient way to get 
around the city and beyond.

Building on the existing 19 
Toronto GO stations, RER will 
increase transit options and 
connect networks. We will 
change the way Toronto and the 
entire region moves, which is 
good for people and good for 
business.



RER: Forward Thinking
Regional Express Rail is one of the largest infrastructure projects in 
North America. When it is done, Toronto will be part of a regional rail 
system that competes with top cities around the world.



Making it Easier for You to Get Around 
Simple, seamless fares: Work is underway to develop a seamless 
GTHA fare system across all transit operators enabled by Presto.

PRESTO: Available at 15 TTC subway stations. Working with the TTC 
for full Presto implementation across the system by the end of 2016. 



Service Concept – Barrie Line

Current Facts

Service changes will be phased in over the next 10 years. 
Construction and infrastructure improvements will be 
happening alongside the electrification of the system. 

 Electrified All-day, two-way 15-minute or better 
service: Aurora to Union 

 Off-peak, two way 60-minute service:       
Allandale Waterfront to Union

 Peak period, peak direction 30-minute service: 
Allandale Waterfront to Union

GO RER Service:

4 million
Annual 
Ridership

14
Total Trips 
per weekday

103 km
Total Track
(not electrified)

22 million
Annual 
Ridership

New electric trains 
reducing journey 
times by up to 20%

All-day, two-way 
15, 30, and 60 
minute service



Infrastructure Needs – Barrie Line
Identified Infrastructure Needs
 One new track along much of the corridor, additional train storage facility
 Rail/rail grade separation required at Davenport Diamond
 Various road/rail grade separations

Construction
 Additional track between York University and Rutherford construction 2015 – 2017
 Union Station Revitalization construction 2009 – 2016
 Union Station signaling system contract awarded, construction 2015 – 2019

Environmental Assessments
 Additional track from York University to Rutherford completed

 Additional track Toronto to Allandale Waterfront Station; New train storage 
facility and existing facility expansion; Caledonia GO station underway

 Multi-corridor study for key rail/road grade separations; EA/design for 
selected crossings underway

 System-wide electrification planned



The Davenport Diamond
The Davenport Community Rail Overpass 
project is intended to eliminate the 
‘Davenport Diamond,’ one of the busiest 
rail intersections in North America, where 
CP freight trains and GO passenger trains 
intersect at a ground-level crossing.

Removing the diamond and crossings will 
make neighbourhood streets safer. It will 
also open up spaces in a growing 
community where property is at a 
premium.



Davenport Diamond Context
 Davenport Diamond is controlled/maintained 

by CP. 

 CP does not have set schedules for its freight 
service.

 This leads to significant train service delays 
(up to 10 min or more) – with more GO 
service this means more trains and more 
delays

 CP is not considering going over/under along 
their corridor. If CP went under, they would 
have to start lowering the corridor at 
Runnymede Rd. and come back up at 
Christie St., impacting numerous properties 
and the newly-completed grade separation at 
West Toronto

 Davenport Diamond is controlled/maintained 
by CP. 

 CP does not have set schedules for its freight 
service.

 This leads to significant train service delays 
(up to 10 min or more) – with more GO 
service this means more trains and more 
delays

 CP is not considering going over/under along 
their corridor. If CP went under, they would 
have to start lowering the corridor at 
Runnymede Rd. and come back up at 
Christie St., impacting many properties and 
the newly-completed grade separation at 
West Toronto





Study Area

Davenport Rd. looking east

Dupont St. looking west

Davenport DiamondCondo tower near Dupont St.

Davenport Rd. looking west

Dupont St. looking east



The Recommended Option
Davenport Community Rail Overpass with Elevated Tracks
Remove the intersection of rail lines by elevating the GO tracks above 
the CP Rail corridor and city streets, increasing community safety and 
creating new opportunities for community spaces.



5 Zones of OpportunityDavenport Road 

Dupont Street 

Campbell Ave Park

Wallace Ave

Paton Road

Existing Diamond

1. Davenport Road 

2. Dupont Street 

3. Campbell Park

4. Wallace Ave 

5. Paton Road



Davenport Resident Reference Panel
Almost 10 000 invitations were sent to residents asking for volunteers 
for a Resident's Reference Panel. The Panel is working on behalf of 
the community on opportunities and spaces that will improve 
connectivity of neighbourhoods and benefit the community.

The Panel is also working with Metrolinx to raise concerns and 
influence the design of the overpass to ensure it meets community 
needs and standards.



Examples in Toronto 

There are opportunities to 
leverage the rail overpass to 
unlock and create new public 
spaces. 

Local examples where this has 
been accomplished include:

 Underpass Park
 West Toronto Railpath



Next Steps
The GO RER plan was approved and funding was announced as part 
of this year's provincial budget. 

Metrolinx is currently in the planning phase of the project. We are 
working with the community while we work out the budget, 
electrification phasing, and a fleet strategy.

We need to get moving to meet the timelines set out by the province 
and are starting on rail corridors that have strong business cases where 
better service will impact the most people. 

The first part of the process is to start working with the community on  
environmental assessments. The EA for the Davenport Community 
Rail Overpass is starting now so that we have the approvals we need 
to build and transform the system.



 Public meetings and Briefings
− Davenport Resident’s 

Reference Panel
− Learn about next steps and to 

work with residents to find fair 
solutions to concerns and 
issues as they arise.

 Online:
− @Metrolinx #RERDavenport
− metrolinx.com/RERDavenport
− RERDavenport@metrolinx.com
− metrolinx.com/DavenportPanel

 Sign Up for More information
− Leave your name and email 

address at the door to receive 
updates and information about 
community meetings.

Be Part of the Conversation



Metrolinx was created in 2006 by the Province of Ontario as the 
first Regional Transportation Agency for the Greater Toronto 
and Hamilton Area (GTHA). 

We plan, build and operate long-term sustainable transportation 
focussed on delivering faster, more frequent and more convenient 
transit across the region. 


