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The Junction Triangle is defined by tracks running along its three borders: 

Dundas Street West, Dupont Avenue and Lansdowne Avenue. The rail lines have gone 

by different names and served different purposes, but the area has always been a 

center of transportation and trade from its earliest settlers through the industrial 

growth of the 1890s to the present. Geographic isolation, impasses between multiple 

commercial and institutional interests and at times shocking environmental 

conditions, have been recurring themes throughout its history. From the Junction 

Triangle’s earliest days, residents were usually working class and locally employed. 

Accidents were common in a residential area surrounded by trains. Growing 

awareness of the hazards of industrial pollution in the late 1970s and a series of 

industrial accidents in the following decade lead to the departure of core industries. 

An economic downturn, destitution and a rise in crime followed.  

By the new century, renewed prosperity began as industrial buildings converted 

to residences and other industrial lands were reclaimed. Succeeding waves of 

entrepreneurs and cultural investment added to the revitalization. Community 

concerns catalyzed to neighbourhood involvement. Debates concerning the multiple 

characters of the neighborhood as a transportation hub, an employment zone and a 

residential area continue to shape its future. 

________________ 

The Junction Triangle was carved from a maze of independent railways running 

intersecting routes throughout the city. On May 1853, the Ontario, Simcoe & 

Northern Railway, ran the first passenger trains between Toronto and Machell’s 

Corners (which would later be known as Aurora) The route, running on the east end 

of the Triangle parallel to Lansdowne Avenue, would be extended to Barrie the same 

year. Service was oriented towards long distance travel included more northern 

locations such as Collingwood, North Bay and Sudbury.1  In 1882 the Canadian Pacific 

                                                        
1
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Railway purchased 45 acres to establish the West Toronto Junction. Several 

companies including Campbell Flour Mills, Heintzman & Co., Wagner and Zeidler’s 

Planing Mill, Canada Wire Mattress located in the area. On August 1884, the Ontario 

and Quebec Railway- the precursor to the Canadian National Railway- rain east and 

west along what would later be known as Royce (and then still later, Dupont) Avenue. 

The Toronto Grey and Bruce (which would become the Canadian Pacific Railway) ran 

from Union Station to Owen Sound. Rail companies were subject to frequent mergers 

which often extended their collective reach.  Operations on the Barrie line were taken 

over by the Grand Trunk Railway in 1888 and would be taken over by Canadian 

National later still. 

Employees in West Toronto Junction, many with roots in the British Isles, 

bought small plots in the nearby Triangle from the Toronto Real Estate Board. The 

City of Toronto would eventually annex the area in 1889. Tax incentives offered by its 

then-independent neighbor initially made the Triangle more appealing as a residential 

location than an industrial center but Glidden, ITT Grinell and other trackside 

industries would soon establish plants. Most of the neighborhood houses- as well as 

majority of its other significant construction- date from between 1900 and 1910. One 

notable landmark from the period, and one of the earliest efforts to combat local 

isolation, was the Wallace Street Bridge, built in 1909.  

The level rail crossings on Royce Avenue and Bloor Street West would become 

notorious for traffic jams2 and fatalities. But plans for by-passing the tracks took over 

a decade.3 “As for accidents due directly and indirectly to the crossings they have 

become so numerous we pay little attention to them” claimed one resident. “The 

elimination of these crossings will be a tremendous impetus to the growth to this 

                                                        
2
 Crossing Holdups Rouse Ratepayers: Royce Avenue blockade lasts over 45 minutes. The Globe. 

(1923, Aug 14) ProQuest Historical Newspapers. The Globe and Mail. p.9 
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 Board Approves plans of CPR. City’s Scheme for Grade Separation Fails (1912, Feb 10) ProQuest 

Historical Newspapers. The Globe and Mail p. 
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portion of the city.”4 A 1924 map of plans for roads to underpass the rails cheers 

“Bloor Street Death-Traps To Go” [Figure 1]. 

Throughout most of the 20th 

century, with the exception of the 

Great Depression, the Junction 

Triangle’s economic growth was 

unbroken.5 At about the same time 

a wave of Italian immigrants settled 

in the Junction in the 1950s, 

cheaper locations outside the city 

began to draw industries away. 

Although the community as a whole 

had lower than average incomes 

and less than half of the population 

spoke English as their first 

language, a report from 1979 could 

still confirm that the area had a 

“thriving industrial component.”6 

Figure 1: Bloor Street Death Traps to Go. The Globe. (1924, May 10) p.14 

That report, one of a series of Neighbourhood Plan Proposals commissioned by 

the city predicted many of the areas continuing challenges: 

 The Junction Triangle is an established, traditionally working class 
residential community which also includes industries along its periphery.  
It is located in the west end of the City of Toronto and is bounded on 
three sides by major railway lines. It is these railway lines, which provide 

                                                        
4
 Level Crossing Menace on Busy Thoroughfares calls for quick removal. The Globe. (1923, Feb 12) 

ProQuest Historical Newspapers. The Globe and Mail. p.9 

 
5
 City of Toronto Development Department, City of Toronto Planning Board Redevelopment Plan 

Junction Triangle  [Toronto] : City of Toronto Development Dept., 1979. p 12 

 
6
 City of Toronto Development Department, City of Toronto Planning Board Redevelopment Plan 

Junction Triangle  Toronto] : City of Toronto Development Dept., 1979. 
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the area with its distinct characteristics while as the same time being the 
source of the area’s greatest problems.  It is for example very difficult to 
travel from the Triangle to adjacent neighborhoods often requiring that a 
large detour be taken to cross the tracks. The other major problems in the 
area are pollution and traffic which emanate from conflicts between 
industries and housing.7 
 

The Department of Public Works found the numerous underpasses made accidents 

more likely on adjacent streets.8  

Concerns over pollution and safety were growing. City investigations revealed 

that “a number of firms discharge their effluent directly into the sewage system.”9 A 

survey discovered one third of residents attested to health problems caused or made 

worse by pollution.10 The Ministry of the Environment identified one company that 

used at least a dozen highly flammable chemicals.11 Despite these problems, the 

industrial core was still felt to be necessary for the neighborhood’s economic 

wellbeing.  About 60% of the male labor force and 28% of the female labor force were 

employed in blue-collar jobs such as processing fabrication and construction. The 

industrial buildings served a secondary purpose, namely to “shield the residential 

interior of the Triangle from the railway lines”12 The Neighborhood Plan continues: 

There exist, as well a number of land use related reasons for retaining the 
industrially designated areas as such. Permission to construct residential 
buildings immediately adjacent to the railway lines particularly the heavily 

                                                        
7
 Toronto (Ont.). Planning Board. Neighbourhood Plan Proposals: Junction Triangle.  

 [Toronto]: City of Toronto Planning Board, 1979. 

 
8 Toronto (Ont.). Planning Board. Neighbourhood Plan Proposals : Junction Triangle.  
 [Toronto] : City of Toronto Planning Board, 1979.   p 19 
 
9
 ibid. p 66 
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 Strauss, M. (1979, Sep 22). Toronto junction area pollution cited in illnesses by third of those polled. 

The Globe and Mail. Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/386904261?accountid=14369 

 
11

 Cuff, J. H. (1982, May 22). CITYSCAPES what's always in the backs of their minds. The Globe and 

Mail Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/386709742?accountid=14369 

 
12 Toronto (Ont.). Planning Board. Neighbourhood Plan Proposals : Junction Triangle.  
 [Toronto]: City of Toronto Planning Board, 1979.  p 43 
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used joint CPR-CNR right-of-way along the western boundary of the 
Junction Triangle could create an unpleasant living environment for future 
occupants of these buildings. The noise levels and vibrations generated by 
the passage of trains are too high to permit this type of development.13  

 
Two maps from the period [Figure 2 & 3] show commercial and industrial buildings 

clustered along the rail lines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Figure 2      Figure 3 

Figure 2: Existing Land Use Pattern In and Around the Junction Triangle Toronto 
(Ont.). Planning Board. Neighbourhood Plan Proposals: Junction Triangle. [Toronto]: 
City of Toronto Planning Board, 1979.   

Figure 3: Existing Lang Use Junction Triangle. Official Plan Part II Study Toronto (Ont.). 
Planning Board. Neighbourhood Plan Proposals: Junction Triangle. [Toronto]: City of 
Toronto Planning Board, 1979.   

 

                                                        
13 ibid.  p 46 
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“The noise levels and vibrations generated by the passage of trains are 

too high to permit this type of development.”  

-From the City of Toronto Neighbourhood Plan Proposals: Junction Triangle, 1979, in 
their recommendations against residential development along the then heavily-used 
rail corridor. 

In the meantime, the rail line parallel to Lansdowne Avenue was seeing 

infrequent use. In April 1972, Canadian National introduced commuter service 

between Toronto and Barrie. Six years later VIA Rail took over the service. When in 

1981 the Federal government decided to eliminate the Barrie route, the Ontario 

Ministry of Transportation incorporated a limited version of the service into its GO 

network. Beginning in 1982, trains ran a single round trip on weekdays from Union 

Station through Maple, King City, Aurora, Newmarket and finally Bradford with an 

optional bus service to Barrie. 14 

At the start of the eighties, the Junction Triangle was home to 15 industries and 

about 5,500 people.15  A map [Figure 4] locates major factories, many of which would 

be involved in industrial accidents. But in 1980, local industries began the decade 

refusing to meet with aldermen and neighborhood representatives. A spokesperson, 

also the safety manager at a local plant, declared “We have lots more serious 

problems than that to worry about.”16 By May of the same year, the Ministry of the 

Environment received four complaints from residents about Nacan, five about 

Glidden and one about Anchor Cap.17  The Globe and Mail would later call the area 

                                                        
14

 Garcia, D., Bow, J. (2014, July 15) GO Transit's Barrie Line.  GO Transit's Barrie Line 

Retrieved from http://transit.toronto.on.ca/regional/2105.shtml 
 
15

 Lacey, L. (1981, May 22). Study of pollution reveals potential for health problem. The Globe and 

Mail Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/386819347?accountid=14369 

 
16

 Companies won't meet on pollution. (1980, Jan 24). The Globe and Mail Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/386908787?accountid=14369 

 
17

 Strauss, M. (1980, Aug 19). Council vote angers residents, backs triangle junction firms. The Globe 

and Mail. Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/386912705?accountid=14369 
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 “an industrial minefield.” 18 

American Standard was named 

responsible by the Ontario Ministry 

of Environment 19  for excessive 

styrene emissions that sent 80 

children home from a skating rink 

on Campbell Park.20  A spill at the 

Glidden plant caused three 

neighborhood schools to close for 

the day and sent seven people to 

hospital.21  At the same plant in less 

than a year, two open storage tank 

valves dumped 440 gallons of 

flammable liquid vinyl 22  into the 

sewer system. 23  Leaks in the 

emission control system at ITT  

                                                        
18

 Cuff, J. H. (1982, May 22). CITYSCAPES what's always in the backs of their minds. The Globe and 

Mail Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/386709742?accountid=14369 

 

19
 Hickl-Szabo, R. (1984, Apr 20). Ministry points to bathtub maker in report on triangle emissions. The 

Globe and Mail Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/386513392?accountid=14369 

 
20

 Hickl-Szabo, R. (1984, Apr 10). Bathtub producer may be the source of illness: Ministry. The Globe 

and Mail Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/386453885?accountid=14369 

 
21

 Kieran, M. (1983, Apr 11). Junction residents seek probe sabotage hinted in toxic spill. The Globe and 

Mail Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/386727964?accountid=14369 

 
22

 Kieran, M. (1983, Apr 11). Junction residents seek probe sabotage hinted in toxic spill. The Globe and 

Mail Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/386727964?accountid=14369 

23
 In Brief: street cordoned off. (1983, Apr 09). The Globe and Mail Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/386607221?accountid=14369 

Figure 4: Toronto Must Balance Industry and 
Health in Junction Triangle. (1984, June 4). 

Toronto Star. p A1  
 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/386709742?accountid=14369
http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/386453885?accountid=14369
http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/386727964?accountid=14369
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Grinnell released clouds of unburned carbon throughout the neighborhood. “There 

are times it's so bad you can't see the sun" claimed a local worker.24   

Mayor Art Eggleton threatened to expropriate polluting factories if the problems 

persisted.25  In January of 1983, the Ontario Municipal Board upheld a Toronto bylaw 

restricting industrial expansion in the area.26 Changes to the Occupational Health and 

Safety Act in 1987, established individuals right to information on hazardous materials 

in their communities.27 But yet another accident in July 1988 lead to calls for all heavy 

industries to be moved out of the area. An explosion at Wallace Avenue plant of 

Nacan, a paint and glue manufacturer, showered chemicals throughout the 

neighborhood. Seven children and two dozen adults were sent to emergency 

complaining of sore throats, chest pains and burning sensations.28  Faced with 

extensive repairs in addition to heavy fines, the company moved operations.29  

Debates about the direction of the Triangle continued into the 1990s:  

Real estate speculators have recently acquired large parcels of industrial 
land in the Bloor Street-Junction Triangle area and are betting they will 
make fortunes by getting permission to build housing on it. City planners, 
however, are recommending that the area be reserved almost exclusively 
for industry to preserve a stable and diverse economic base for the city.30 

                                                        
24

 Hickl-Szabo, R. (1984, Apr 14). Dark tale from the triangle: Sometimes the sun gets lost. The Globe 

and Mail Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/386464570?accountid=14369 

 
25

 Stop toxic spills, firms warned. (1982, Jun 22). The Globe and Mail Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/386724381?accountid=14369 

26
 OMB upholds law designed to curb junction pollution. (1983, Jan 15). The Globe and Mail Retrieved 

from http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/386638152?accountid=14369 

 
27

 Maxwell, R. (1987, Jul 15). Legislation on poisons in workplace is flawed. Toronto Star Retrieved 

from http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/435590250?accountid=14369 

28
 Kerr, Tom. (1988, Jul 16). Toronto considers ban on dangerous factories. Toronto Star Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/435760217?accountid=14369 

29
 Leslie Papp, T. S. (1988, Jul 28). Glue factory to close section ravaged by blast. Toronto Star 

Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/435754241?accountid=14369 

30
 Ferguson, J. (1990, Feb 06). Planners, unionists see jobs threat in plan for homes on industrial site. 

The Globe and Mail Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/385688321?accountid=14369 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/386638152?accountid=14369
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But even over a three-year span, traditional manufacturing jobs had rapidly 

decreased from 3,025 in 1989 to 2,260 jobs in 1992. 31  Between 1987 and 1996, 

fifteen firms- employing nearly 1,000 people- left the community.32 Councillor Betty 

Disero declared "We're hearing horror stories of drinking parties in the old vacant 

factories…For a while, rooming houses popped up, with five to seven people living on 

each floor. People were living in places with boarded-up windows.33 

In 1988, neighborhood activists demanded more police foot patrols to deal with 

the increased incidence of crack dealing.34 A 1993 article decries a “seemingly 

uncontrollable plague of street crime, mainly drug dealing and prostitution.” “Living 

on our street has become a nightmare,” a resident on Wallace Avenue asserted after 

seeing dealers “standing right under my bedroom window or on my back veranda.”35  

In 1992 licensed establishments in nearby Bloor-Lansdowne had become so closely 

                                                        
31

 Paul Moloney, T. S. (1992, Aug 03). Junction area residents fret as housing replaces factories. 

Toronto Star Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/436686257?accountid=14369 

 
32 Track marks: For years, residents of this west end area fought for a better community. in the wake of 

holly jones's murder, they are more determined than ever bloor and dundas west]. (2004, 05). Toronto 

Life, 38, 110-114. Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/214372565?accountid=14369 

33
 Christie, J. (1993, Dec 30). Going home: to the Junction Triangle. The Globe and Mail Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/385175617?accountid=14369 

34
 Gail Swainson, T. S. (1988, Aug 16). Get rid of drug pushers residents urge police. Toronto Star 

Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/435766819?accountid=14369 

 
35

 Maureen Murray, T. S. (1991, Sep 24). Residents, pushers fight for street homeowners live in fear of 

attacks from drug dealers. Toronto Star Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/436474554?accountid=14369 

 

A Toronto Planning study report called for a 30-metre buffer between 

rail lines and houses or commercial buildings in the Junction Triangle, 

due to risks from derailment. 

 
-From Globe and Mail and Toronto Star reports on the City’s Planning Reports on 
derailment risks in the Junction Triangle related to hazardous chemical spills, 1990. 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/436474554?accountid=14369


 10 

associated with drug dealing36 that the city imposed a ban on new restaurants from 

Dufferin Street West to St. Helen's Avenue.37  

The GO train service to Barrie was briefly resumed from 1990 to 1993, but the 

route typically had low ridership. A second train, on what was now known as the 

Bradford line, would later be added in 1998. Much more concerning, a Toronto 

Planning study found Junction Triangle residents ran a 90% higher risk from exposure 

to chemicals as a result of train disasters.38 The report called for a 30-metre buffer 

between rail lines and houses or commercial buildings.39 A recent train derailment 

elevated concerns.40 Mayor Eggleton made a precedent call to find a new rail route 

for hazardous goods north of the city.41  

By the early 2000s- with two notable exceptions being the Nestle chocolate 

factory and Nitta Gelatin factory- the character of the neighborhood had significantly 

shifted from industrial to residential. An early developer Neudorfer42 would transform 

the former American Standard factory (2004) as well as the former General Electric 

                                                        
36

 Barber, J. (1993, Nov 04). TORONTO police files reflect dark view of streets. The Globe and Mail 

Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/385205400?accountid=14369 

 
37

 By Paul Moloney, T. S. (1997, Sep 05). Ban on new cafes ending Bloor-Lansdowne merchants win 

fight against drugs. Toronto Star Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/437726251?accountid=14369 

 
38

 Oosthoek, S. (1990, Nov 05). Train disaster in junction could cause deaths rail cars going through 

heavily populated area regularly carry hazardous cargo, report says. The Globe and Mail Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/385540036?accountid=14369 

 
39

 Peter Cheney, T. S. (1990, Nov 05). Junction triangle area 'at risk' 'absolute holocaust' if trains spill 

chemical loads, report says. Toronto Star Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/436313531?accountid=14369 

40
 Jack Lakey, T. S. (1990, May 12). Human error likely cause of rail crash official says. Toronto Star 

Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/436196840?accountid=14369 

 
41

 Peter Howell, T. S. (1990, Nov 06). 'Hidden agenda' feared in probe of rail speeds. Toronto Star 

Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/436298537?accountid=14369 

 
42

 Febbraro, J. (2015, August 26) On Toronto’s former GE lands, many first-timers are flipping a switch 

to condo owner. National Post. Retrieved from http://news.nationalpost.com/homes/on-torontos-former-

ge-lands-many-first-timers-are-flipping-a-switch-to-condo-owner 

 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/385205400?accountid=14369
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foundry (2009). 43  After years of intensive soil remediation 44  townhome 

developments opened on the grounds formerly occupied by the Glidden Paint 

factory.45  Dozens of similar projects would follow, and are continuing to this day. By 

the time the Fuzzy Boundaries project reaffirmed the community’s name as the 

Junction Triangle, the area was already in a major recovery.46 Between July 2000 and 

August 2005, the median price of single detached resale home increased by 52%.47 

Average housing prices in the Junction increased 35% between 2008 and 2013.48  The 

Municipal Property Assessment Corp cited Davenport as having the highest increase 

in property values out of Toronto's 44 wards.49 Several galleries50 that defined West 

Queen West had moved to Dupont Street before the Museum of Contemporary 

Canadian Art announced, in June 2015, its move to the Tower Automotive Building on 

                                                        
43

 Rainford, L (2012, Jun 01) Developer heralded for railway factory-loft transformation. Bloor West 

Villager. Retrieved from http://www.insidetoronto.com/news-story/78392-developer-heralded-for-

railway-factory-loft-transformation/ 

 
44

 DiMatteo, E. (2008, Nov. 12) West-side worry. Now. Retrieved from 

https://nowtoronto.com/news/west-side-worry/ 

 
45

 Rainford, Lisa (2015, Dec 18) Toronto City Council approves naming new Junction Triangle 

community centre after boxing legend George Chuvalo. Bloor West Villager.  Retrieved from 

http://www.insidetoronto.com/news-story/6200750-toronto-city-council-approves-naming-new-

junction-triangle-community-centre-after-boxing-legend-geor/ 

 
46

 Barber, J. (2009, May 13). Nameless neighbourhood seeks an end to its shame. The Globe and Mail 

Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/382631964?accountid=14369 

 

Anna, M. P. (2010, Mar 17). Neighbourhood picks a name. The Globe and Mail Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/382578573?accountid=14369 

 
47

 Boyle, T. (2005, Aug 13). Industrial evolution; condominium projects are transforming abandoned 

factory lands into residential neighbourhood. Toronto Star. Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/438860902?accountid=14369 

48
 Ireland, C. (2014, Feb. 13) Toronto’s once scruffy neighbourhoods are newly cool, The Globe and 

Mail. Retrieved from http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/home-and-garden/real-estate/torontos-once-

scruffy-neighbourhoods-are-newly-cool/article16860102/ [uhmn] 

 
49

 Livingstone, A. (2012, Dec 05). Hotter areas at risk of higher tax hikes. Toronto Star Retrieved from 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/docview/1221937257?accountid=14369 

50
 Flack, D.  (2015, June 26) More Toronto art galleries flock to Dupont St. BlogTo. Retrieved from 

http://www.blogto.com/arts/2015/06/more_toronto_art_galleries_flock_to_dupont_st/ 
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Sterling Road.51 (The 1919 structure is a designated Heritage building) Developer 

Castlepoint Numa announced a revitalization project, Lower Jct, that will provide a 

commercial area with the potential to create 2,500 jobs and 1,000 new residential 

units as well restore a local brownfield.52  In 2015, the Globe and Mail could declare 

that the Junction was “what up and coming looks like.”53  

As the residential and commercial character of the neighborhood became more 

pronounced, so too did the local amenities. Building on community work began in the 

nineties, the West Toronto Railpath, a 2.1 kilometre multipurpose linear park, opened 

in 2009 and quickly became an essential feature of the community.  Borrowing from 

nearby success at Dufferin Grove, Campbell Park, which featured three sports fields, a 

basketball court, wading pool and a children's playground and ice rink, initiated 

community barbeques, a free goods exchange dubbed the Really Really Free Market, 

a community gardening program and shared community suppers.  

Despite the rapid improvements, some environmental and social concerns 

persisted. New residents brought renewed fears regarding nuclear activities General 

Electric-Hitachi plant.54 The Ministry of the Environment has received 106 complaints 

about odors at Nitta Gelatin since 2003.55 Jeff Winch’s documentary Bending the 

                                                        
51

 MOCCA and Castlepoint Numa Announce New Permanent Home for MOCCA in Toronto’s Lower 

Junction Area. Retrieved from http://mocca.ca/sterling/ 

 
52

 Councillor Bailão and Castlepoint Numa Introduce Toronto's Newest Neighbourhood Project: Lower 

JCT. (Lower Junction) (2015, Aug 19) 

http://boereport.com/2015/08/19/councillor-bailao-and-castlepoint-numa-introduce-torontos-newest-

neighbourhood-project-lower-jct-lower-junction/ 

 
53

 Lorinc, J. (2015, Mar 28). What up and coming looks like: The Junction Triangle at 5. The Globe and 

Mail Retrieved from 
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 Scallan, N. (2012, Nov. 8) West-end Toronto residents shocked by local uranium facility. Toronto 

Star. Retrieved from 
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 Karstens-Smith, G. (2014, Jul 21). Gelatin plant runs afoul of residents. Toronto Star Retrieved from 
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Rails56 associates Union Pearson Express diesel trains with the industrial neglect the 

community faced in the eighties.  

Meanwhile, on the east side of the Triangle, improvements were to what was 

known as the Bradford line including new stations at Rutherford Road (2001) York 

University (2002) and East Gwillimbury (2004). In 2007, Dalton McGuinty made 

expanded GO train service between Barrie and Toronto a key plank in Liberal re-

election campaign.57  A joint federal and provincial venture extended rail from 

Bradford to Barrie South station, although downtown Barrie was only accessible by 

taking an additional bus. Full service to downtown would not arrive until 2012 with 

five morning, and five afternoon trains as well as a reduced weekend and holiday 

service running in the summer. 

__________________ 

 

Since its inception, the Junction Triangle has been important both as a 

transportation hub and residential area. But balancing the needs of rail, industry and 

residents has produced ongoing challenges. Continuing concerns over pollution in the 

1980s triggered the relocation of many of the factories to other areas. A decade later, 

the departure of these core industries fostered a serious economic downturn, with 

attendant problems of crime and decay. A new period of economic renewal and 

residential development, a growing cultural sector and the arrival of young families is 

well underway. Now in an increasingly post-industrial era, it appears the area’s next 

big challenge may come through improperly thought-out new infrastructure, in the 

form of a noisy train overpass towering over the homes, parks and burgeoning mix of 

small and medium-sized businesses that now define the Junction Triangle. 
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